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SUBJECT: ROK POSITION ON PALESTINE 

REF: (A) SEOUL 6353; (B) STATE 214320; (C) SEOUL 8644 

1. HANKUK ILBO AND GOVERNMENT KOREA HERALD JANUARY 12 
CARRIED FRONT PAGE STORIES REPORTING THAT ROKG IS 
CONSIDERING SUPPORT OF PLO. CITING MOFA OFFICIALS, 

ARTICLES REPORTED THAT LAST FALL ROKG HAD CONTEMPLATED 
ISSUING A STATEMENT ENDORSING UNGA RESOLUTION ON PLO. 
HANKUK ILBO IN LEAD STORY SPECULATED THAT ROKG IS BEING 
PROMPTED BY GRATIFYING ARAB SUPPORT ON KOREAN QUESTION, 
COUNTERVAILING NORTH KOREAN INFLUENCE IN ARAB WORLD, 
AND NEED FOR OIL TO STUDY POSSIBILITY OF RECOGNITION 

OF PLO. PAPER STATED, HOWEVER, THAT ROKG IS NOT 
CONSIDERING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH PLO, AND ARTICLE 
WAS BASED ALMOST WHOLLY ON EARLIER REPORTS OF UNGA 
STATEMENT, WHICH REPORTEDLY WOULD HAVE EXPRESSED 
ROK SUPPORT FOR PALESTINE CLAIM TO STATEHOOD. 

2. ACCORDING TO CHIEF OF MIDDLE EAST DIVISION OF MOFA 
PRESS ACCOUNTS REFER TO STATEMENT ROK WAS CONSIDERING 
IN SEPTEMBER (REF A). MOFA OFFICER WHO HAD BEEN IN 

NEW YORK AT TIME TOLD EMBOFF JANUARY 13 THAT ROK 
JOURNALISTS HAD BEEN ADVISED OF STATEMENT, WHICH WAS 
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AT THIS TIME. HE SAID THAT ALTHOUGH POSSIBILITY OF 
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT HAS EXISTED SINCE LAST FALL, ROKG 
IS NOT CURRENTLY PLANNING ANY CHANGE IN POLICY ON PLO. 

3. COMMENT: PRESS STORIES MAY HAVE BEEN INSPIRED BY MOFA 
IN CONNECTION WITH CURRENT MIDDLE EAST TRIP OF ASSISTANT 
FONMIN KIM CHONG-TAE (REF C). ALSO, REPORTED INDIAN 
RECOGNITION OF PLO, WHICH GOT SCANT NOTICE IN ROK MEDIA, 

MAY PROMPT REVIEW OF ROK POLICY ON PATE, STINT AN ISSUE. ROKG 
TO DATE HAS BEEN CAREFUL TO GIVE TO ARAB CAUSES ONLY THAT 
AMOUNT OF SUPPORT NECESSARY TO MAINTAIN FRIENDLY ROK RELATIONS 
WITH MODERATE ARABS, KEEPING IN MIND ISRAELI AND USG 
INTERESTS. HOWEVER, AS IN CASE OF RECOGNITION OF 
GUINEA-BISSAU, ROKG MAY BE TEMPTED TO JOIN IN IF NUMBER 
OF THIRD WORLD NATIONS STRENGTHEN THEIR SUPPORT FOR PLO. 

WE INTEND TO PURSUE STORY WITH MOFA AT DIFFERENT LEVEL. 

SNEIDER 
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